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forest roads of the northern foothills, even though this was
Boian territory, allied to Hannibal. It is possible that it was
while Hannibal was engaged in his early efforts on Clasti-
dium that Sempronius slipped through. But Clastidium was
small game; Sempronius was big. It seems as if Hannibal
should himself have watched Sempronius. We must lay a
lapse at the door of even this captain.

Whatever the means, Sempronius did escape Hannibal
and did effectuate his junction with Scipio. Both consuls
were now encamped on the Trebia. They were in a posi-
tion to make the Carthaginian fight for his communications.
But battle was just what Hannibal wanted, provided always
that he could choose the occasion and the field.

Hannibal had established a new camp on the right of a
small affluent of the Padus, somewhat less than five miles east
of the Trebia, probably what is to-day called the Trebiola.
Here he also received proposals from the Ligurians to join
his forces and furnish him provisions. There were plenty of
Eoman haters in northern Italy, when it was safe to play
that role. Hannibal saw that he must not rely too much on
his new allies for food. He needed a large magazine of
supplies. He turned to Clastidium, where the Komans had
large quantities of breadstuffs. That even the two consuls
had not severed his communications with the upper Po is
evident, for while they were discussing the situation with a
view to active operations, Hannibal had been at work on this
town. What measures he took to force the place we do not
know, except that he prepared to assault it; but the gov-
ernor was more open to the show of gold than to threats, and
surrendered the place. It proved an excellent capture, of
which Hannibal made good use and fully rationed his army,
much to the disgust of the Eoman consuls. And, as Livy
says, " it served as a granary for the Carthaginians while
